St Thomas the Apostle		Revd Sarah
I want to give some attention to Habakkuk. Not much is known about this prophet; he doesn’t say much about himself or give the exact date when he is writing. What is clear is that this is a time of escalating diplomatic tensions between the people of God and their neighbours. There has been an ongoing pattern of disobedience and rejection of God by God’s people. Then, when things start to go wrong there is a time of repentance, of reorientation towards God, before the cycle begins again. There have been many weak leaders who chase false hopes and idols, form dubious alliances with foreign powers, and show low standards of personal behaviour (nothing like current events, of course). This behaviour has been rumbling for generations and God has warned his people about sending them into exile. Now the enemy nations are advancing.
Habakkuk ponders the nature of God in the midst of these tensions. He sets out a seemingly simple proposal. God is holy and rebukes wrongdoing; God is therefore justified in punishing his people when they rebel, yet Habakkuk sees that those who seek to oppress and overwhelm Israel are showing even worse behaviour. They worship idols of money, power and national self-interest. Their lives show sexual immortality and mistreatment of the vulnerable. How can their advance demonstrate God’s justice and holiness?
What follows is a series of challenges to God through laments and questions. Habakkuk considers his current situation and holds it in the light of God’s presence. ‘What is your response to this?’ he asks. 
The writer of Psalm 31 is also clear about the challenges he faces, and they terrify him. Yet he says the words which will be spoken by Jesus from the cross: ‘Into your hands I commend my spirit…I put my trust in the Lord’. How is this possible? How can someone face torment, death, the disruption and destruction of all they know and love, and still proclaim the goodness of God? The psalmist follows the same path as Habakkuk in lifting his eyes from his current struggles and focussing on God. For Habakkuk, there follows a vision of God’s power and majesty, the one who drives out plague and pestilence, and causes the collapse of mountains as he marches on. For the psalmist, God is his rock, fortress and stronghold.
There is another revelation of God in our gospel reading. As Thomas grapples with doubt and uncertainty, he encounters the living Christ and this changes everything. This is God who appears in a locked room, with nail marks in hands and feet and a spear wound in his side, and says’ Peace be with you.’ The challenges for that tiny community of believers were not erased, but they were empowered to express confident and joyful faith in their risen saviour.
As I suggested on Trinity Sunday, perhaps this grappling with the nature of God is our holy task and there is no reason to expect it to be simple! It is our holy calling because once we see glimpses of the revelation of God, we begin to see the rest of our life in its proper place. We can hold our own brokenness, and that of our communities, our nation and the created world before God and truly lament. We can commit ourselves to the task of mourning with those who mourn, of seeing more clearly the grief and hardship faced by those around us. Our scripture readings today show the importance of a regular habit of interceding for individuals and the nations, as we too plead with God. In doing this we open ourselves to a deeper understanding of God’s nature and learn too how to worship, laugh and rejoice as we step into the vision of who God calls us to be.
